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INTRODUCING THIS ISSUE 


liturgy 


The Great Amen: hospitatity 


by Richard Cleaver 


Liturgy, hospitality, resis- 
“Wiance: these three things seem 
to have little connection be- 
tween them. 
this trio represents pretty 
yell the three aspects of our 
life as Catholic Workers, and 
for us it is hard to draw the 
lines of demarcation between 
Meni eer, to, look at it-in a 
“Yslightly different way, the 
three are like concentric 
circles, ripples moving out- 
ward in a pond, and,like rip- 
ples, even though they Bncley 
clearly distinct it is tricky 
to define where one turns into 
the next. As for the stone 
that drops into the pond, I 
suess it would be the Word, 
recorded in Scripture, em- 
bodied in Jesus, teaching, 
suffering, dying, risen, and 
present in the Church, the 
assembly of believers. 

That assembly finds Christ 
inmany places, but most 
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vividly in the breaking of the 


bread which is the central 
action of the liturgy. Lei- 


simply “the work of the laos", 
the people. In pagan Greek 


to the commonwealth; for ex- 


Athenian might be the financ- 
ing of plays in honor of 
Dionysus or the donation of 
ships to the navy. 
ly, then, it means service, 
and that English word too has 
its dual meanings, as when we 
talk about a worship service, 
or the service of baptism, or 
the greatest service of ali, 


The Eucharist is the center 
of the Christian assembly, 
and the Friday service of it 


in our living room, the same 
one where we eat our other 
meals each day. 
prepares this Refreshment of 
our spirits on a couch where 
that night a man with nowhere 
else to go may take the re- 
freshment of sleep for his 
body. And together we en- 
counter Christ in the Sacred 
Species, under the forms of 
simple bread and Fr. Bert's 
homemade wine. It is often 

a struggle for our eyes of 
‘unfaith to see Christ there, 


to see him in the guests we 
receive in that same room. 


jubilant proclaiming that 


almighty Father,forever and 
ever", we» the people of God, 
gathered in that room of oc- 


casional hospitality, together 


But taken together 


touurgia is, in its Greek roots, 
wage it meant a citizen's duty 


ample, the liturgies of a rich 


Essential- 


the offering of the Eucharist. 


is the center of our community. 
We celebrate this Paschal meal 


The celebrant 


just as it is often a struggle 


But. Jesus is there, and to -the 


"Through Him, with Him, In Him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
‘all glory and honor are yours, 


resistance 


with all the Church on earth 
and all the company of heaven, 
cry out, AMEN. 

That Amen to Christ's gift 
of himself to his alienated 
and suffering sisters and 
brothers, is our response of 
recogni tion «ot thas gisttfeand 
our assent to it. Dom Gregory 
Dix in The Shape of the Litur- 
gy has called it "the Amen 
to the everlasting Yea of God 
»sean echo of the timeless 
worship of heaven." In assent- 
ing, we confess that, as we 
are made limbs of Christ in 
baptism, we are part of that 
gift of self to sufferers; 
and that Amen can never stop 
there, can never be a mere 
form of words. We must con- 
tinue the gift; we must "go 
in peace to love and serve"; 
and we must do so as much as 
we can in the spirit of joy 
expressed in our answer to 
that dismissal, "Thanks be to 
God". If in that Amen we 
proclaim (to quote Dix again) 
that we have "passed into the 
Messianic Kingdom and the 
world to come," our lives must 
Stand witness to that procla- 
mation. Just as it is easy 
to reply Amen without thought, 
as part of a conditioned re- 
Sponse, it is easy to move 
through our lives thoughtless 
of what that Amen means. But 
it is our duty to make it live, 
to share it by sharing food 
and shelter, clothing and 
Speech, to those Christs we 
encounter. That is the mean- 
ing of hospitality. And in 
doing so, we get that Amen 
back, even if we don't hear 
it (just as we sometimes don't 
hear ourselves say it). 

And when we give it and 
take it, we give and get Christ. 
That is what hospitality 
means. But does that Amen re- 
sound only within our four 
walls? Does the command to 
go.forth sto, lowe and serve 
mean to go no farther than the 
kitchen? Is that "echo of the 
timeless worship of heaven" 
so faint that it can't be 
heard outside our doors? 

Sometimes, alas, it is; 
too often it is a mere 
thoughtless murmur as we col- 
lect our thought from the 
daydreams we've drifted into 
as the priest finishes the 
Canon. But Amen is a word 
of power, and it should be 
Spoken powerfully. St. Justin 
Martyr, in describing the 
hisurcysot hisoday to the em- 
peror Antoninus Pius around 
150 A.D., said,"all the people 
present cry out Amen." 

In saying Amen, 
"so be it," to the truth, we 
must also be prepared to. say 
"so it must not be" to false- 
hood. If we utter "the Amen 


to God’s Yea" we must also 
utter it to God's Nay. We 
must use that assent, we must 
cry out with that word of 
power, to oppose God's truth 
to the lies of the world,._to 
oppose the power of God, 
(present on the altar, present 
in our guests) to the powers 
and principalities of the 
world. Our yea-Saying to the 
giving of self must be a nay- 
Saying to the taking of 
others' sustenance. Our af- 
firmation of the dignity of 
humanity transformed by the 
Incarnation, Death and Re- 
Ssurrection must be a resis- 
tance to outrages against 
that dignity. Our assent to 
the life-giving Offering of 
the Eucharist must be dissent 
against the powers of death. 

So we go out beyond the con- 
fines of our life of hospital- 
ity to make the promise of 
that Amen real. We say no to 
the powers that prepare death 
and destruction in the arms 
race and the _draft. ‘We say 
no to theft of food andyshelter 
by big corporations bent on 
profit at the expense of the 
poor. We say no to the rape 
and poisoning of God's creation 
by power companies. We say 
no to the power of life and 
death held by states which 
imprison and execute human 
beings. This obligation is 
as real a part of our Amen 
as that of hospitality--in- 
deed it is the same Amen, 
carried outward into a yet 
wider circle. 

Just as it is oftena 
struggle to see Christ in the 
guests who come to us, it is 
also a struggle to know how 
to speak truth to the lies of 
the world. It is a struggle 
not to take our own prefer- 
ences aS God's. It isa 
struggle to discern Christ in 
the policeman who arrests us 
or the general preparing for 
war. It is a struggle to find 
ways and means to utter that 
Amen, to cling to the truth, 
to*atiizmm! the "so ibe ict" sass 
well as denounce the "so must 
it not be". Elsewhere in this 
issue you will see the fruits 
of that struggle. Many of 
them may be bitter fruits for 
many of our readers, and many 
of them may not be perfect or 
even near to perfection. But 
both kinds of fruit, hospital- 
ity and resistance, are our 
Amen, our liturgy, our service 
of worship, a continuing one 
just as the Eucharist is, and 
we trust to God that,as the 
Eucharist is, they also are 
saving. We trust that they 
are a way for us to show that 
we Christians live in "the 
Messianic Kingdom and the 
world to come". And for the 
pre el teee of living in that 

ingdom we respond aS we are 
told David did in I Chronicles 
£6/") "On tha today-Dayid first 
appointed that thanksgiving 
be sung to the LORD...Blessed 
be the LORD, the God of Israel, 
from everlasting to everlast- 
ing. Then all the people 
Said, Ament" 


Cult and culture are the 
first two points in Peter 
Maurin's program for the 
Catholic Worker movement. 
Therefore, Mass is celebrated 
every Friday night (unless 
otherwise noted) at the 
Worker House, 713 Indiana (one 
block north of University), 
at 8:00 PM. Following th 
liturgy, dicussions take place 
(in Peter's phrase, "clarifi- 
cation of thought"). All are 
welcome. Upcoming discussions 
are as follows: 


Feb. 13--Mike Wehle will talk 
to us about the Atlantic 
Life Community's recent 
activities, with a focus 
on Peter DeMott's action. 

Feb. 20--"So the People Should 
Know", a film about Tony 
Russo, Daniel Ellisberg and 
the Pentagon Papers trial. 
A special introduction to 
Ellsberg's visit the follow- 
ing week. 

Feb. 27--An introduction to 
the life and work of John 
Woolman, the 18th century 
Quaker who anticipated much 
of the Worker's positions, 
by Richard Cleaver. _— 

Mar. 6--In connection with the 
following day's meeting of 
Strategies and Actions for 
Conversion at the house, 
the new slide show on the 
work of the Strategic Air 
Command will be shown. 

Mar. 13--Frank Cordaro will 
give a review of the chapter 
"From Hostility to Hospita- 
lity" from Henri Nouwen's 
book, Reaching Out. 

Mar. 20--We will continue our 
discussion of the Catholic 
Worker Positions with the 
topics of Psychology and 
Personalism. 


via pacis.. .... 


lished by the Des Moines Cath- 
olic Worker Community, Box 
4551, Des Moines, Iowa 50306, 
telephone (515) 243-0765. Sub- 
scriptions are free upon re- 
quest. 


Community: Steve Andsager, 
Marlas Baker, Lydia Caros, 
Richard Cleaver, Frank Cordaro, 
Matthew Friel, Patience Garvey, 
John Hutchens, Steve Marsden, 
Jerry Mehalovich, Norman 
Searah, Charlie Speak, Michael 
Wehle, Teri Zebelman, Wayne 
Zebelman. 


HELP? 


We have a lot of energy around the house these days but 
little talent! We need a Plumber for the new house, to work 


on the bathrooms and help hook up the kitchen. We need people 


with carpentry skills to help reshape the new house. And we 
need money to help us keep the rehabing going on the third 
house while doing the hospitality in our other houses. I've 
written this appeal so often that I feel I know it by heart. 
We really need to get the third house functioning by the sun- 
mer when our guest load is the highest and the need is the 
greatest. With the Reagan administration in, we can be almost 
certain that the number of people needing housing Will be on 
the rise. Help us create a model of meeting human needs based 
on the Gospel and not on the whims of changing administrations! 


# FC. 


1976, 1977, 1978, 1979, 1980. 

’ Greenpeace members and vol- 
unteers confront the seal hunt- 
ers and draw worldwide atten- 
tion to the annual bludgeoning of 
over 100,000 baby harp seals for 
the fur industry. 


Each year an event takes place in Canada which is known 
as The Hunt and each year at the same time a few people go 
out of their way to try to stop this slaughter of the Harp 
seal by protesting at major fishing ports, at embassies and 
on the ice, doing direct action and sometimes getting arrestei 

There are a couple of reasons why this Hunt takes place. 
The first is that the fishing industry claims that the Harp 
Seals are a danger and must be hunted to preserve the industry 
The other reason has to do with unemployment. 

Around the beginning of March I am planning on going to 


[ 


Canada to protest against the slaughter, even if it means get-) 


ting arrested. Why? My reason for protesting against the 
killing of seals and other animals is this: 

If I ever get married and we have ‘children I don't want 
to leave just a financial inheritance behind but an inheri- 
tance of another kind: what was here before I was born should 
be here after I die. 

In order to preserve the future of this world and pass on 
what we have we must act now to save it. That is why I am 
going to Canada to protest. But I need help, or should I say 
I need supporters. Right now. Until the 4th of March I'll 
be trying to put things in newspapers to get people from Iowa 
to get a petition out for people to sign and to support groups 
like Greenpeace and Friends of the Earth. I believe that the 
Lord will help because I believe that there's a chance of 
Saving this world which the Lord created. I would like you to 
know that whatever money is left over from the protest I plan 
to put into the new house we're working on. It still needs a 
lot more work and we still need your support. Thank you. 


The address for Greenpeace is: 


Greenpeace 
Fort Mason Bld. E, 
San Francisco, CA 94123 


or 


Greenpeace 
286 Congress St., 
Boston, MA 02210 


And the address for F.O.E. is: 


Friends of the Earth 
124 Spear Street, 


San Francisco, CA 94105 Thank You, 


Norman Searah 
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ME Pat CF 


Once when Frank and I were 
talking to someone about the 
Catholic Worker and who we are 
and what we do, Frank said that 
often we do and are many dif- 
ferent things at various times. 
He explained by saying: "We 
take off one hat and put on 
another. We take off the 'Social 
Agency Worker" hat and put on 
the "Peace Bureaucrat" one..." 

Well, I am putting on my 
writing hat and imagine it is 
like those caps you see embla- 
zoned with "Golden Sun Feeds", 
or “Iowa Hawkeyes". This time 
instead of my writing label 
being On Hospitality or Commun- 
ity I am writing under What's 
Happening. (Much the same as 
Winnie the Pooh living "under 
the name of Sanders"!) 

Visitors: It seems that 
shortly before Christmas not 
only did our intake of guests 
decrease a bit from the great 
numbers we had this Fall -- so 
did our flow of visitors. The 
day before Christmas Michael 
Wehle, from the Brandywine Peace 
Community in Media, Pennsylvania, 
came to us in order to go out to 
the Strategic Air Command in 
Omaha for our Dec. 28th action 
for the Feast of the Holy Inno- 
cents. He went on from Omaha to 
head to-the East Coast via Col- 
unbia, Missouri with Corliss 
Fischer, Ned Stowe and Teri Zeb- 
elman. Frank was arrested with 
John Hutchens and Bill Douglas 
and incarcerated at the Sarpy 
County Jail in Papillion, Neb- 


-raska. Richard and Wayne stayed 


behind in Omaha at the Serpents 
and Doves Community to serve as 
"liaison men" for the first 
couple of confusing days after 
the arrest. The rest of us made 
our way back home. The following 
weeks were terribly hectic with 
Frank and John and Bill (and 
later just Frank) in jail. So 
many of our good friends were 
extremely concerned and ready 

to lend help in any way possible. 
Thank you all who phoned or came 
by. We really appreciated you and 
feel very grateful for our 
extended "family". 


In Omaha we met Bill Bassinger, 
a Presbyterian minister who had 
just come back home from a long 
stint in Korea. Bill and his 
wife Jean later visited our home 
in February with Fr. John, a 
Franciscan priest who has also 
been doing Mission work in Korea. 

Steve DeMott, a Maryknoll Mis- 
Sionary and Peter's brother, was 
also in Omaha with us. He has 
recently come back to the U.S. 
from Chile. Both Bill and Steve 
added much to our retreat day 


what’s 
happening 


on the 27th before the action. 
(You can read more about the 
action in the salient article 
in this. issue.) 

On December 30th we were vis- 
ited by two groups of High School 
Students who were Lutheran Group 
members of a state-wide confer- 
ence »eing held in Des Moines. 
Steve Andsager, Jerry Mehalovich 
and I all talked to them about 
doing hospitality and the "res- 
sstance"” of Love in Action which 
flows out of our experiences 
with Hospitality. 

On January Second we felt% very 
blessed. Bishop Dingman came to 
celebrate Friday night Mass with 
us and formally welcome Brent 
Vanderlinden into the Catholic 
Church by bestowing upon him the 


‘Sacrament of Confirmation. Frank 


was sorely missed at this wonder- 
ful moment but even his absence 
couldn't diminish the joy we all 
felt. 

Teri Zebelman, who is a sibling 
to Wayne, made many visits in 
November, December and January, 
making the drive up from Columbia, 
Missouri. She came for Frank, 
John and Bill's Preliminary 
Hearing on January 15th and spent 
the better part of a week with 
us. Lefty Sarkissian, Michael 
Wehle and Matthew Friel came from 
the East Coast to be at the 
hearing, and two car loads went 
to Omaha January 14th and 15th 
and returned with Frank. Michael, 
Matthew and Teri have all moved 
into our community and we accept 
them with much thanksgiving espec- 
jally as Charlie Speak (who can 
never be replaced by any amount 
of loving people) is leaving 
the community. Fortunately we 
will be able to see Charlie 
often as he is staying in Des 
Moines and braving the oddities 
of Iowa weather. 

Brett Terrell and Brian Ter- 
rell from the Davenport Worker 
both came to our house in Jan- 
vary. Brett came for the Draft 
Action January 5th and Brian 
came for a few days after that 
for some Rest and Relaxation 
from the rigours and responsi- 
bilities of life at the Sister 
House. Brian's visit coincided 
with Donna Jean Henderson's 
visit over her vacation from 
Law School at Saint Louis Univ- 
ersity. We enjoyed having her 
back home and anticipate her 
next trip home again which we 
hope will be over Easter Break. 
We welcome Kristin Layng as a 
kind of part-time community 
member. Kristin is working in 
our Peace and Justice Center 
as “apart Of an Thiersuip, pro— 
gram with Grinnell College. We 
enjoy having her around on Tues- 
days and Thursdays. I’m sure I 
must have forgotten one or two 
visitors, but time and space are 
running out. Suffice to say that 
eveh if your name does not appear 


by Patience Garvey 


‘efactors. 


in print, appearances at our 
house are never-the-less enjoyed. 


Trips: Most of our trips since 
Christmas have been back and 
forth between Omaha and Papil- 
lion, Nebraska and Des Moines. 
However, we have taken time to ; 
travel to various places to visit 
assorted friends and relatives. 
Some of our trips have combined 
business and pleasure. Richard 
went to Milwaukee to a Gay Rights 
Conference and Matthew, Michael 
and I went down to Columbia, Mis- 
Souri to visit Teri, Lana and 
Steve Jacobs, Ned Stowe and other 
friends and to visit the site of 
the missile silos outside Colum- 
bia. While Michael, Matthew and I 
were away Frank, Stephe, and 
Jacquee went so the lbowa Mobil- 


——- 


ization for Survival meeting 
which waS in Iowa City on Jan- 
vary 24th. 


Sao ee ee See 
announcements 


| 

Frank mentioned most of the 
January events-in his last What's’ 
Happening. Some intriguing up- 
coming events are: 
1) A Conference sponsored by 
Drake University and Planned 
Parenthood entitled "Men in the 
80's: What does the Future Hold?" 
on Saturday, February 14th. For 
more information call: Tim Golds 
man, (515) 280-7000, ext. 33. 
2) An Towa Pax Christi Day on El 
Salvador on February 21 in Iowa 
City. Fr. Mike Colonnese who has 
Spent many years as a missionary 
in EL Salvador will conduct the 
workshop which will meet at Reg- 
ina High School Library at 10:00 
a.sm. on the twenty-first. We 
urge all who are interested to 
attend. Please call the Worker 
House here in Des Moines for 
Specifics. 
3) On Thursday, February 26th 
we look forward to Daniel Ells- 
berg's coming to talk about the 
arms race. See the particular 
article in this issue for more 
information on his visit. 


4)There will be a meeting of 
Strategies and Actions for Con- 
version here at the CW on March 
6 & 7, to focus on planning for 
our future. After Friday night 
Mass, we will show the SAC slide 
Show. Saturday, starting at 9:00 
a. m., we will discuss various 
topics. For more details call 


us at 243-0765. 


Remember that you are always 
welcome to come by for a cup of 
coffee and a chat and- that we 
always appreciate the vitality 
néw faces bring to our lives. 
You may not always get your 
name in print but will be wel- 
comed warmly as we need little 
encouragement to take a break 
in our day. Once again thanks 
to all of our friends and ben- 
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Ttpas mot. of ten that the — 
scripts are so Similar but it 
is a well-known fact among 
Catholic Workers that the 
patriarchs of Old Testament 
times are alive and well. 

We know this to be true 
because they often frequent 
our house. As we were taught 
in bible class back in high 
school the patriarchs are ; 
pre-figures of Jesus, like him 
often "of the least”. But 
unlike Jesus, they were clearly 
undeserving. The difference 
between today’s patriarchs and 
those in the Old Testament 

is today all are measured as 
equals in Christ Jesus. All 
are chosen and all are equally 
undeserving. The challenge 

js no different today than 

it was in the Old Testament 
and in Jesus's time--it is 

to recognize them. 

Abraham and Sarah almost 
went unnoticed the other night. 
Tt was not until they were 
well on their way that we be- 
gan to fit ali the pieces 
together. I had just. re= 
turned from my 18 day stay 
in Sarpy County Jail. ' 
Abraham (in his late twenties) 
made his way to our house and 
shared his story with John 

Hutchens. He and his wife 
were traveling west and were 
in need of money. His wife 
was arrested for prostitu- 

- +70on and thrown in jail. 
She was given 10 days or a 
fine of $100. The man pleaded 
with John to find a way if we 
could to help him get the 
$100 and free his wife. He 
and his wife would gladly 
stay and pay off the loan. 

We have a rule here at the 
Catholic Worker, no cash 
give-aways. But on special 
occasions we will go to bat 
for a guest and try to raise 
the needed money through dif- 
ferent church groups that we 
know. Our old fad cht) che 
C.R.O.S.S. program, is run by 
the Presbyterian Church with 
our good friend Rev. Bob Cook 

-as its director. Bob is also 
the director of Hansen House 
of Hospitality, a place for 
ex-offenders. Bob is like 
family to us and has never re~ 
fused us in the past. Jonn 
explained the story to Bob 
and he immediately came over 
to talk to the man and arrange 
to get his wife out of jail. 

The deal was that Bob would 

spring Sarah and the both of 

them would live at the C.W. 

tilithey paid back the money. 

I came in on the process 
well after the decision was 
made by Bob and John. I had 
just enough time to size up 
Abraham and let my dou bting 
intuitions be known: "You'll 
never see the $100 again. 
These guys will hit the road 
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before the dinner dishes are 
put away." Well, I was right. 
Our patriarchs didn't even 
stay for supper. They were 
on the road half an hour after 
Bob left them at the house. 
Needless to say, I made my 
USUaTer =ToLdsyeneso- con— 
ments to both Bob and John. 
Rev. Bob (who is the softest 
+éuch in town) made a public 
vow not to be toek again. Of 
course Bob has made that same 
vow countless times in the 
past, having been took so 
Often. LL is’ hrs-griep-aned 

our blessing that he never 
really keeps that promise? 

We only came to recognize 
our ancient visitors a couple 
of days after they left. It 
is the custom in our two 
households, the C.W. and Han- 
sen House, that folks often 
unwind in our respective 
attics whith a few beers and 
appropriate junk food. We 
often go over the events of 
the past week--especially our 
dealings with our guests. Bob 
was sharing how much he dis- 
liked being taken by those two 
folks and how the $100 could 
have come in handy for some 
other more deserving cause. 

I chimed in with my usual 
cynical comments:"I knew it 


was a con aS soon as I saw ‘em. 


"John's new at the C.W. and 
it was a beginners mistake." 
Then it hit me. (My mellow 
state may have helped with 
the discernment.) "Bobi" 
I said. "Do you know who 


those folks were?" Bob looked 
at me in bewilderment. We had 
been talking about them for 

the past half hour. Of course 
he knew who they were--"cons". 


"No, Bob! Who they really 


were?" "TI give up," Bob says, 
"who were they?" "They were 
the patriarch Abraham and 
Sarah!" "Huh?" Bob Bays. 

"You remember in the Old Test- 
ament there is a famine in the 
land. Abraham and Sarah go 
down to Egypt to beg for food. 
Abraham pawns Sarah off as his 
sister to the Pharaoh. Abra- 
ham pimped Sarah in order to 
stave off starvation!" (Gen. 
12: 10-20) Both Bob and I 


smiled... ."“Yes," Beb saad, “"L 
think you are right." 

The lesson from the Old 
Testament stories is that the 
is nothing that the Chosen 
People did to earn God's bless 
ing. The folks that God chose 
often did rotten things to 
each other and their neighbors, 
like pawned their wives off 
as their sisters, stealing a 
brother's birthright, trying 
to kill the more favored 
brother, stealing another's 
wife, even killing one another! 
What makes people holy is that 
God favors them--not that they) 
earn God's blessing. Pharaol 
understood this in his dealings 
with Abraham and Sarah. They 
lied to Pharaoh yet Pharaoh 
dealt favorably with them, a 
not because of what they did, 
but because of who loves them 
--Cod the Father. With Jesus, | 
God's love has become universal 
--all are made blessed. All 


are equally part of His cove- 
nant. The patriarchs of Old- 
Testament times have nothing 
on us. We are all called to 
deal with each other in the 
same way as Pharaoh dealt with 
Abraham and Sarah. Our moderny 
day Sarah was put in jail for 
her deeds. Though we were 
blind at the time, our efforts 
helped to spring our friend 
from the clutches of the 
State, a State which has long 
lost the insight of Pharaoh. 
We all had a great laugh once 
we were blessed to have the 
eyes to see and discern what 
had happened. 

We don't often have identi- 
cal story lines between our 
guests and patriarchs of old. 
But the punch line is still 
the same--God's love is given 
to the undeserving and with 
the coming of Jesus it is also 
universal. It behooves us, 
as it did Pharaoh, to treat 
everyone--especially those 
who seem most undeserving in 
our eyes, even our ENEMIES!!! 
--with love and a willingness 
to share! It is this different 
"internal process" that makes 
hospitality Catholic Worker- 
style truly different from 
state welfare. We aren't 
dealing with mere clients, we 
are living in the midst of 
true patriarchs with whom it 
is a blessing for us to be 
able to share what little we 
have. 
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community : 


by John P. Hutchens pee 


I lived next door to the 
Catholic Worker community for 
12 1/2 months before moving in 
last December. When I first 
experienced the Catholic Worker 
I had just arrived in Des 
Moines as a VISTA volunteer 
and my Supervisor had arranged 
for me to stay at the Worker 
while I looked for an apart- 
ment. My visit lasted four 
days and most of that time was 
spent away from the house 
finding an apartment and set- 
fling in. My first reaction 
to this group was one of 
fascination. Here I was ina 
strange town, not knowing a 
soul, and this group of per- 
fect strangers had welcomed 
me into their home unquestion- 
ingly and acceptingly. I 
thought, this is amazing. I've 
just met a group of folks with 
many beliefs in common with 
my own, who are dedicated to 
peace and live in perfect har- 
mony with one another. 

After I moved into my apart- 
nent I started to spend a great 
deal of time at the Worker 
house. I soon discovered that 
sone of my initial impression 
was nat quite accurate, but I 
thought the reaction was prob- 
ably typical of people who 
don't or have never lived in 
community, the impression that 
because it is a community dedi- 
cated to peace and justice 
everyone within the community 
must be at peace with themselves 
and with one another and that 
they live in perfect harmony. 
WRONG. 

As I became acquainted with 
the folks at the Worker I re- 
alized that even though they 
shared many common beliefs, 
they were very much individuals. 
As people came and went from 
the community it was fairly 
easy for me to see the effects 
these individuals had on the 
community as a whole and how 
community life affected each 
of them. AS these changes 
occurred I understood the 
vitality of the community as 
the result of the growth of 
the community as a whole caused 
by the personal growth of its 
members . 

After moving in I understood 
how much eaSier it had been to 
watch this growth take place 
than it is to participate in 
it. AS we join together in 
the daily routine of providing 
hospitality differences and 
problems naturally appear. 

Most of these stem from idio- 
syncrasies that drive thg rest 
of the community right ie | the 
wall, It is important at these 
times to remember that the love 
that motivates us to share our- 
sevles with our guests must 

also be present in our inter- 
actions with one another, and 


that we must be careful not 

to take one another for granted, 
but rather make a concentrated 
effort to support and care for 
one another. This is important 
not only for the sake of the 
community but for the benefit 
of our guests as well. How 
can we take someone into our 
home and expect them to feel 
welcome and part of our com- 
munity if we don’t extend that 
welcome feeling to one another? 
There have been and probably 
always will be times when we 
try each other's nerves to their 
limits. To counteract that we 
make the effort to have con- 
scious and purposive sharing. 
In our community there are a 
number of ways by which we do 
this. I think the single most 
important way for most of us 

is by celebrating the Eucharist 
with one another, It is at 
these times when we are most 
acutely aware of why we are 
together and are doing what 

we do. It is also from this 
Eucharist that we draw our 
strength to continue our work. 
Our meals together are also 
very important, for it is at 
this time that we are together 
not only with the rest of the 
community, but can spend time 
with our guests as well, help- 
ing them to feel at home and 
comfortable with us. A more 
informal sharing usual- 
ly occurs at night when we 


gather to relax after a long 
day. It is then that a major- 
ity of our community can 
usually be found in the attic 
of the Ligutti House sharing 
themselves with one another 
through discussions, game 
playing, listening to albums, 
or just sitting quietly with 
one another. This may seem 
frivolous but it is really an 
integral part of community. 
Community does not exist when 
people only share the same 
living space, but when they 
are willing to open their lives, 
hearts, fears, and ideas to 
one another ina spirit of 
love. This sharing process 
can only occur when our com- 
munity members spend time with 
one another. 

The effect of the concentrated 
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Sharing is partly the result of. 
the number of areas in which 
different community members i 
concentrate their efforts. 
Wayne, Jerry, and Steve have 
been kept very busy with the 
draft registration resistance. 
During the week of January 5th 
they organized a demonstration 
at the main post office and 
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kept a preSence there during ' 


the week to counselthe 18-year. 
olds being asked to register. 
After that was over they re- 
turned to the seemingly endless 
task of rehabilitating the new 
house. Lydia is as always 
putting in 25-hour days with 
her doctoring, hospitality, 
and ballet. It never ceases 
to amaze me that she has the 
energy for everything she is 
involved in. Patience just 
returned from a well-deserved 
vacation to her parents’ home 
in Springfield, Illinois, and 
is getting back into-the swing 
of hospitality. Richard was 
kept busy in December with the 
S.A.C. demonstration and trav- 
els to various meeting of the 
Gay Rights movement, not to 
mention hospitality. Frank 
of course is continually tak- 
ing care of the "administa- 
tive" end of things as well 
aS organizing a defense fund 
Speaking engagement by Daniel 
Ellsberg and also working on 
his Doctor of Ministry. 

Norman continues to work like 
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a horse on the new house and 


participate in the hospitality. 
I've been busy doing hospitality 
and adjusting to community life 
as well as traveling back and 
forth from Omaha preparing my ; 
defense on charges stemming from . 
the demonstration at SAC. 

As usual there is coming and 
going. Charlie, alas, is pre- 
paring to leave us as we go to 
press. He is planning to conti- 
nue his Christian journey 
living,in community with some of 
his charismatic brothers here 
in Des Moines. It will take at 
least three ordinary people to 
replace him; and the Lord as 
always provides. We are blessed 
to have three new people joining 
our community: Teri Zebelman, 
Mike Wehle, and Matt Friel. As 
we grow in numbers, God grant | 
us to grow in community as well. f 


a 
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As we ten moved together — 
toward the sign I was surprised, 
as I always am in these situa- 
tions, at how calm I was. Here, 
at last, in this simple speaking 
of truth, months of preparation 
began to blossom. 

Three members of the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker Community; 
myself, Frank, and John Hutchens, 
along with seven old and new 
friends, gathered in front of 
the deceitful sign at the 
entrance to Offutt Air Force 
Base to make a clear statement 
that the lies of the war-makers 


- would no longer go unchallenged. 


As a writer and editor, I am 
convinced that words are for 
conveying meaning, not concealing 
it. But the powers of the world 
use words to cover up their 
intentions and that deception 
leads to the wars they claim 

to be trying to prevent by 
preparing death and destruction. 

So I found myself standing 
with my sisters and brothers in 
front of the SAC motto, “Peace 
Is Our Profession", holding a 
paintbrush and painting the let- 
ter "A" while on my left Frank 
painted "W" and on my right 
Rachel MacNair painted "R". (John 
had already painted out the word 
"Peace"). The sign at last was 
accurate: it read, "WAR Is Our 
Profession". Some of our friends 
went over our work and contri- 
buted their own brush-strokes 
as Frank and Rachel took bottles 
of blood (my blood, drawn on the 
Feast of the Nativity of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ) 
and spattered the contents across 
the sign. We as a nation do not 
want to face the fact that war 
means blood, and nuclear war 
means the blood of millions of 
innocent victims (which was the 
Significance of choosing Dec. 28, 
the Feast of Holy Innocents, for 
the action). Shedding blood is 
what SAC and the armed forces 
are there for. 

Having completed what we were 
there for, we sat in. front of 
the sign and joined our Suppor- 
ters in singing "Study War No 
More". Then the arrests began. 
To our surprise, only two of us 
were arrested at first, Frank 
and John. We tried to explain 
to the officers that we all par- 
ticipated and thus should all be 
arrested, but they persisted in 
claiming that they could only 
identify two painters. At this, 
Bill Douglas got ahold of a 
spray-can of red paint and 
returned to the sign to paint 
out once again the word "Peace". 
He was arrested. As the three 
were taken away, the remaining 
seven of us sat around the squad 
car with Franki.in it, the other 
two having been taken already. 


Myself, Jim Dubert, and a friendly 


bystander who joined us were 
pulled aside and the car sped 
away. This ended the actions at 
the sign for that day. Four of 
us, however, Rachel, Jim, myself, 
and Fr. Paul Kabat went over to 
the fence to find out what hap- 
pened there, and ultimately Jim, 
Rachel and myself, together with 
Ned Stowe repeated that action. 
All together, 22 people were 


involved in "illegal" acts that day- 


-- Richard Cleaver 


While a group of 8 to 10 
people were busy editing the 
Strategic Air Command's "Peace 
Is Our Profession" sign to read 
more correctly "WAR Is Our Pro- | 
fession" last December 28, 
another group of 10 was entering 
into a different act of non-_ 
violent resistance to the Pen- 
tagon's Omaha arm. Eight men 
and two women climbed over a 
fence separating the Aerospace 
Museum from Offutt Air Force 
Base grounds, entered onto the 
base and proceeded down an act- 
ive runway to sit and kneel in 
prayer. - 

We ten had gathered with a 
larger group in retreat the day 
before we took our action, 
gathered to reflect upon just 
what some semblance of a moral 
response to the arms race might 
entail -- gathered to examine 
in some measure our own compli- 
city in the making of first- 
strike nuclear weapons -- the 
MX, Trident and cruise missiles 
being built by Boeing, Lockheed, 
General Electric and other Amer- 
ican corporate giants, designed 
for a surprise attack on the 
Soviet Union and being targeted 
by SAC technicians from their 
redoubts in Omaha. 

The sign-painting action had 
been discussed in regular 
meetings for some time; our 
action came into being just two 
days after Christmas. We wanted 
to go beyond labeling the Air 
base and SAC itself accurately 
-- wanted to interpose physi- 
cally in some small way our 
bodies between the Strategic 
Air Command and the factories, 
apartment complexes, suburbs and 
hovels of its victims in Africa, 


in Southeast Asia, in the U.S.5S.R. 


The religiously-motivated among 
us felt called to petition God 


to intervene in the coming slaugh- 


ter from within the bowels of 
SAC, from within the Beast on 
what SAC considers "holy ground", 
and to invite SAC personnel to 
join with us in prayer. We came 
together to commemorate the 
Slaughter of the Innocents in 
the hope that some day small 
children will no longer have 

+o die so that governmental 
leaders may retain their ille- 
gitimate power. 

We were on the runway for 
perhaps 10 minutes, long enough 
to read a short passage from 
Matt. 2, and to offer personal 
reflections and petitions before 
being dragged apart by Air Force 
security. We were imprisoned for 
several hours on the base during 
which time another group of four 
went over the fence, and joined 
us in confinement. The 14 of us 
were released in the early 
evening, those who identified 
themselves given letters barring 
them from the base in the future. 
Of the 14, three were from the 
Des Moines CW: Richard Cleaver, 
Wayne Zebelman, and myself... 


-- Michael Wehle 
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\ DIMEN insanity with illegal sanity. 

‘T MAP OFF - We have chosen this day because FLASH? 

‘ie BME INTO nearly 2000 years ago a dictator 

C Alp: Supported by Roman military . ‘ 

> Ofmezic strength massacred all the male Daniel Ellsberg will be in Des 

is @our children of Bethlehem because Moines Thursday, Feb. 26, at 
Repters he thought one of them might Trinity Methodist Church( 8th 

> ater Force threaten the national security. and College, two blocks from 

1e Yepity for December 28th is the day on the CW houses), to speak at 

1e algend sea- which this event, Herod's a fundraiser for the trial of 

1 Wee the Slaughter of the Innocents, has Frank Cordaro, Bill Douglas, 

2S. pity been commemorated in some chur- and John Hutchens. All three 


ce, ches and recognized by people are facing felony charges in 


seed around the world as a symbol of Sarpy County, Nebraska, for 
Miprough- military oppression. The resour- their part in the Dec. 28 
Lad wie coun- ces being spent for war and des- actions at SAC. The talk begins 
e dir- truction are depriving the poor at 7:30 p.m. Ellsberg's talk is 
mn mil- throughout the world of needed titled, "SAC: What Is Its Pro- 
bre to food, clothing and shelter, fession?" 
be dis- causing a slaughter of the inno- Ellsberg is a well-known 
a by cents. It is a sign of hope to expert on the nuclear arms race, 
are us that the Roman military estab- having worked for the Pentagon 
g truth- blishment has long since crumbled, before he released the Penta- 

r one but we still celebrate the forces ZOnePapens in rLo7s. Ale: are 
pGesome of . of life that Herod could not kill. urged to come to the talk to 
@etase to PEACE CANNOT BE THE PROFESSION show support for those facing 

Fleom@invite OF A FEW; IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY charges and to listen to this 

rS Onmrayer, OR yA: " 


important man who has a great 
deal to share with us about 

our nuclear capabilities and 
the men behind them. 


legal 
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On January fifth, the first 
day of draft registration for 
men born in 1962, there was a 
protest at the main post office 
on Second Avenue. The action 
started at noon and lasted about 
30 minutes. Reverend Chet Guinn 
opened with a short speech which 
recapped the protest during reg- 
istration weeks for 19-and 20- 
year-olds last July. He pleaded 
with those present to work 
against the war machine and 
createa more peaceful environment. 

As Chet stepped from the pod- 
jum, 8 men one by one gave state- 
ments proclaiming personal rea- 
sons for not registering. Four 
of the 8 were Rusty Martin, Jeff 
Patch, Gary Eklund and myself 
who are non -registrants from 
the blitz (July 21-August 1) last 
summer. The four new resisters 
are Brett Terrelland Paul Fessler 
from Davenport with Steve And- 


sager and Cap Ruby from Des Moines. 


Then seven statements were 
Sent by certified mail to the 
Director of Selective Service. 
We did this in an effort to 
confront the $.S.5. with non- 
compliance. Included were com- 
plete names and addresses; we 
hope to let everyone know that 
our government is using ‘the 
law' as a threat, nothing more. 
We urged them to prosecute and 
uphold ‘the law' or inform 
young men that registration is 
voluntary. 

We requested a return receipt 
and have since received it. No 
moves have been made to prose- 
cute non-registrants or make 
contact in any way. 


-- Jerry Mehalovich 


*«Statements« 


The threat of humanity's will- 
ingness and ability to destroy 
itself has brought us to the 
point where nobody is innocent. 


Since this is one of the most 
powerful countries in the world 
we have the responsibility as 
individuals to evaluate our gov- 
ernment's actions and determine 
if they are in the best interests 
of humanity as a whole. 


America has no integrity as a 
democracy. We no longer think and 
act as individuals. We've relin- 
quished our consciences and put 
our trust in a large abstract 


authority figure. 


I accept my responsibility as 
a citizen of the United States 
and the world and will not reg- 
ister for the draft because it 
supports the barbaric system of 
oppression and institutionalized 
murder. 


-- Stephe Andsager 
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There has never been and there 
never will be any valid reason 
for government-sanctioned murder. 
To prepare our country for a war 
is immoral and inhuman. We are 
being asked to register, not to 
save American lives, but instead 
to assure American business their 
unjust profit. Many claim that 
if Americans hadn't served in 
World War II, Hitler would rule 
the world. However, if the Ger- 
mans hadn't served, there would 
have never been a WW II as we 
know it. I am ashamed that both 
the President and President-elect 
have misled the American people 
with nearly the same rhetoric 
with which Hitler misled the Ger- 
mans, Reagan's comments on nat- 
jonality, lack of respect from 
foreign nations, and a hatred of 
Communists who are used as 
scapegoats for every problem 
in the country are danger sig- 
nals to those who realize that 
Hitler told the same things to 
the Nazis before WW II, except 
he hated Jews instead of Com- 
munists. My duty as a true 
American falls upon stopping 
this madness, not propagating 
it. To register my name would 
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be the ist step in escalatingvew 
the danger; therefore, l will 
not register and strongly ur 
all other young men to do theb 
same. Only in this way can weeo I 


truly serve our country. his 

-- Casper Ruby $a 
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I refuse to register for the drafij,+ 

and I strongly encourage others not rm: 
to. 


power to control other nations. I an is p 
opposed to killing to achieve our 47° 
goals and I feel that we must learn 
to deal with other people in the work 
peacefully in order to preserve life™ 
on earth. 

With this public statement I hope 
to encourage others not to register ™ 
and also to inform the Selective Ser#t© 
vice that I did not and I will not r* 
gister for the draft. eC 

I realize. the possible penalties B© 
for this, but am willing to accept MO 
those penalties rather than to turn : 
control of my life and my conscience 
over to the government. t 


- 1 
-- Brett Terrell pt) 


spears into 
pruning hooks 


itor's Note: On Saturday, 
ember 13th, Peter DeMott 
mandeered a van belonging 
jHlectric Boat, a subsidiary 
General. Dynamics (the fore- 


Wet Pentagon contractor) and 


cea 


ceed it through a barricade 
mrounding a Trident submar- 
e. USing the van as a bat- 
wing ram, he backed it re- 
wtedly into the sub's rud- 
fina symbolic attempt to 
at this mega-weapon into a 
owshare. The Trident is 
proximately two hundred yards 
mand carries a payload of 
wnty-four nuclear missiles, 
hone tipped with 8-10 war- 
nis. Construction cost for 
@ Trident is in the neighbor- 
pd of 1.2 billion dollars. 
mer is presently in jail 
erged with two counts of 
t degree criminal mischief, 
mone count each of second 
gree larceny, first degree 
itinal trespass, and first 
gree reckless endangerment, 
Biting trial. His address is: 
{.C. Box 1000, Uncasville, . 
Wm. 06382. 


As I was being dragged from 
hhind the wheel of the van a. 
ice could be heard above the 
meral Shouting of the angered 
eurity guards: "Sir, may I 

ave your name for Channel 8 
ws?" 

In the time since my arrest 
ve thought more and more about 
his request because it seems 
nme to betray an orientation 
fich-is responsible for the 
ms race and for the peril 
lat the human family now faces. 
klive in a world of profes- 
onals, of specialists, of 
mdes, of clearly defined func- 
ions and reSponsibilities. The 
wsman who wanted my name did 
tisee witnessing against the 
ms race as his job. Speaking 
it against the preparation for 
Wpclear war was not his depart- 
Wr. Confronting the self-jus- 
fying, criminally insane war- 
kers waS the role of "peace- 
gees" and nothing that he had a 
: ins 
To paraphrase Thoreau, the 
mlthy are sold to the insti- 
tions that made them wealthy, 
le secure are sold to the 
stitutions that insure their 
wurity. People know what side 
wir bread is buttered on and 
mw it is that does the but- 
zing. Thus it was in Hitler's 
many when the crematoria and 
S chambers were being built. 
was nobody's job to question 
thority and so millions died. 
My questioning of authority 


Peter's allversary: 


by Peter DeMott 


AT $1.8 billion each, two Tridents equal the total federal funds for education spent in the U.S. 


Expected to carry 24 missiles, each with 14 hydrogen bomb warheads. 
Each expected to have a range of 6,000 miles. 


Twice the size of our presant nuciear missile : 
firing submanne Poseidon e 


took the form of a symbolic 
attempt to beat the Trident 

into a plowshare and resulted 

in insignificant damage to the 
submarine itself but in major 
damage to the van. Another 
result is that I am now locked 
up and am quite likely to remain 
so for some time. Was what I did 
prudent? 

To my mind it was prudent, 
nor do -I see how I could have 
done otherwise. To have remained 
Silent, to have done nothing, 
would have been to make myself 
complicit in the ongoing murder 
of the poor (who are denied the 
necessities of Life by the pri- 
orities of War) and in the 
future murder of those slated 
to die ina nuclear exchange. 
That I assaulted property is 
undeniable. Had the submarine 
been a burning home with the 


i saw the 
made especially 


targeted warheads, 
destructive 
Hiroshima, 


——— 34 _—— - - 
560 feet long, nearly the length of two football fields. 


Trident knowing that it was a weapon 
for a first strike nuclear war. 
of Trident's 24 missiles has as many 


family trapped inside, I would 
not have hesitated to smash a 
window or break down a door to 
Save them. 

AS we set about the urgent 
task of saving ourselves, Phil 
Berrigan's words can be profit- 
tably pondered: "We must get 
off our asses, take on the war- 
makers nonviolently, struggle 
as though it were-our souls and 
lives, or the world will go up 
via mushroom clouds. And they 
are right. What then is the 
course of truth and realism? 

To believe as though our divine 
parent will not abandon us to 
self and as though that parent 
is truly Lord of all things; 
and to live as though we alone 
are responsible, to resist as 
though we alone can resist; we 
alone can secure a future for 
the children." 


Each 
as 17 independently 


each warhead having five times the 
power of the United States bomb dropped on 
The cost of one Trident is 1.8 billion 


dollars, an enormous larceny on the poor of the world. 


i judged that the Trident has 


no-right to exist. 


Knowing that in a nuclear war millions of innocent 
brothers and sisters could be obliterated by it struck 
me as monstrous and diabolical, 


I acted to dismantle the Trident because not to 


have 
in the mass death for which it 


done so would have been to 


make myself complicit. 
was designed. I 


accepted personal responsibility for peace and dis- 
armament and, hoping that many others would do like- 
wise, acted in faith and in trust to make that dream 


@ reality. 
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20 December, 1980 
Managua, Nicaragua libre 


Dear Frank, 

Indonttkrew if..-you'll- be 
around to read this, but who- 
ever is, please let Rev. Roy 
Bourgeois and the 14 other hun- 
ger strikers know that their 
actions are well received in 
Central America as an act of 
solidarity with the Salva- 
dorefans. One woman I am 
living with, Argelia Rubi, 
is a Salvadoran refugée and 
when I ,showed her the article 
She was very pleased to have 
the help of such "revolution- 
aries" as she called them, in 
thei Us &: 

The article I clipped from 
the Nuevo Diario, the best 
respected newspaper in Managua. 
I might mention, it sure makes 
me proud of the strikers, who 
are doing exactly what I feel 
compelled to do, manifest a 
protest to the US government 
to quit propping up the vi- 
cious junta in El Salvador. 

Outside of the US one gets 
a very clear picture of the 
crucial effect that US train- 
ing and aid has on the Salva- 
doran military. Every day in 
the papers I read reports from 
refugees, from bishops, and 
from the Human Rights commis- 
Sions about killings of vil- 
lagers and religious people. 
Yesterday 80 country folk were 
killed in the region of Per- 
quin, to punish the region 
for having guerrilla forces 
operating in it. One of the 
leaders of the guerrilla 
forces (FMLN) has stated that 
there are "more than 200 North 
American advisors leading the 
Salvadoran army in operations 
of punishment of the civil 
population." The protesting 
voice of the US people is 
desperately needed. We must 
stop this covert action of our 
government and prevent a full 
scale invation. 

I here in Nicaragua libre 
am impressed by the vital 
participation of the relig- 
ious people in the revolution. 
Priests and nuns and relig- 
ious laity occupy various 
levels of responsibility in 
the government and the local 
church meeting is a constant 
source of political, as well 
as religious, education and 
self-evaluation. Now there 
is a nation-wide campaign to 
de-commercialize and re-spir- 
itualize’ Christmas, initiated, 
I believe, by the governmnet 
in an effort to decrease 
spending on luxury items which 
hurts the Nicaraguan economy, 
but welcomed by the churches. 
(I recognize my Marxism may 
lead me to attribute an eco- 
nomic cause to an act.) 

I am also impressed, or 
under impressed, by the cen- 
tral importance attributed 
to armed struggle in the rev- 
olution. There is a tendency 
to regard it as the only as- 
pect of revolution in the 
stage of overthrowing the 
oppressor, parallel to US 


citizens regarding the Am- 
erican Revolution as "The 
Revolutionary War." For, 
example, in a didactic cartoon- 
book "Capitalism and Socialism 
for Beginners" written by two 
Capuchin priests, Gregorio 
Smutko and Daniel Anholzer, 
the revolutionary struggle 

of 40 years is reduced to the 
following concept: 

"For more than 40 years we 
tried to get justice peace- 
Publty . Winparste Wegmern Die 
Press (La Prensa), protests, 
strikes. sanad more.!..but ald 
this was for nothing...the 
only remedio was the armed 
insurrenction." (Ellipses in 
original. Remedio is a pivotal 
word which translates either 
"remedy" or "resort". ) 

I think this is a distortion 
of the actual revolutionary 
process. Peaceful methods 
were used by the majority of 
people along side of armed 
opposition to the massively 
armed violence of the capital- 
ist government. A guerrilla 
fighter, Omar Cabezas, recounts 
in an article his own and 
others' use of nonviolent 
methods, without disparagement: 

"We were also already ac- 
customed to difficulty, because 
sometimes we passed Christmas 
inside the cathedrals with the 
strikes of political prisoners. 
That is to say, already in 
some wayS we were accustomed, 
Since we were students, to 
spend the Holy Week, or Christ- 
mas and New Year’s, shut up 
in a church, ina campaign." 

I think the assumption among 
the people that armed struggle 
is the most glorious aspect of 
revolution is from their direct 
experience of its success in 
throwing out a violent oppres- 
sor. This success was unde- 
niably set up and aided and 
ensured by nonviolent organi- 
zation of the revolution. I 
respect, however, the position 
taken by these Nicaraguans, 
which was achieved over decades 
of struggle in which I was not 
involved. 

Any discussion of the use of 
violence in revolution, espe- 
cially among US citizens, de- 
mands an analysis of the sup- 
port for the violent apparatus 
of the state, with which I know 
you are familiar. Let me just 
emphasize that for US pacifists 
and revolutionaries of any 
stripe it is our immense and 
imperative task to stop our 
government's support of dicta- 
torships. Roy Bourgeois’ hun- 
ger strike is a good effort to 
arouse the public. 

I hope things are going well 
at the new house. I°11 send 
this letter with a returning 
American. That seems the 
fastest mail route. 


Peace & Justice, 
Leighton Berryhill 


HUELGA DE HAMBRE 
EN CHICAGO 
CHICAGO, 19 (AP). U- 
nos 15 manifestantes con- 
tinuaban lo que califican 


de “huelga de hambre” en_ 
la catedral catélica, bus: 
cando una declaracion de. 
la iglesia y del gobierno: 
de Estados Unidos que 
condene la violencia en EL: 
Salvador. 

El grupo entré en la 
catedral el miércoles a. 
mediodia. Arrodillados en: 
oracion, declar6é que inten- 
tabarni obtener una declara- 
cidn del Cardenal John 
Cody condenando la “o-" 
presion” en la nacion 
centroamericana, 

Expresaron también su 
repudio por los recientes 
asesinatos de tres religio- 
sas catélicas y una traba- 
jadora social laica, todas, 
norteamericanas, cuyos_ 
cuerpos fueron descu-~ 
biertos este mes en El 
Salvador. 4 

“El silencio (de la ar-. 
quidiécesis) acepta lo que. 
esta ocurriendo alli’, de- 
claré el jefe de los manifes- 
tantes, el reverendo Roy 
Bourgeois. é 

No hubo indicacién de. 
que Cody planeara formu- 
lar la declaracion solicita- 
da, pero un vocero de la 
arquididcesis manifesto 
que los funcionarios no 
tenian intencién de desa- 
lojar a los manifestantes, 
quienes no han interferi 
do con los servicios. 

““Hay unas 15 personas 
arrodilladas en el fondo de 
la iglesia orando”, dijo el 
reverendo Timothy J. Ly- 
ne, rector de la catedral 
del Sagrado Nombre. “La 
mayoria de ellos son relt 
giosos 0 religiosas. No hay 
un enfrentamiento ni nada 
por el estilo”. 

Lyne observé que Bour- 
geois es un sacerdote de la 
orden Maryknoll, a la cual 
pertenecian también dos 
de las rcligiosas asesinadas. 

Los manifestantes dije- 
ron que permanecerén en 
la catedral hasta el sibado 
alimentandose s6lo con ju- 
go de frutas. 

Unos 65 simpatizantes 
de la huelga de hambre vi- 
sitaron la catedral anoche. 
La policia dijo que no se 
registraron incidentes, 

Un vocero de la arqui 
décesis, Peter J. Foote, dé 
jo que Cody habia ofreci 
do en varias ocasiones ple- 
garias por las misionaries 
muertas y que el periédico 
arquidiocesano habia co- 
mentado editorialmente a 
favor de sanciones_contra_ 
EI Salvador. 

Sin embargo, Bourge- 
ois manifesto hoy que 
estaba ~ ‘‘desilusionado” 
de que su grupo no hubie- 
ra tecibido respuesta de la 
arquididécesis. 

Estados Unidos suspen- 
dié la ayuda militar y eco- 
noémica a El Salvador lue- 
go del descubrimiento de 
los cuatro cad4veres. Sin 
embargo, el grupo dijo 
que solicitaba al gobierno 
norteamericano que de- 
clarara un fin permanente 
a la intervencién econémi- 
ca y militar en El Salvador. 


’ 


* 


e@ dP YS Gt bF 


~ 


He Rood 


a 


SoMNdUNO 


= = = - , BU PUL EMC e mS 
. eS: ALO 9 
ee 


aes 


DAG/cpf FCCJ 


(fr. Survil, who visited us 

last fall with two high-school- 
ae parishioners of his, sent 

B oe of this letter to 
me editor of the Register. 
Incase it does not see print 
there, we publish it here. ] 


Editor, the Des Moines Register, 
jJanuary, 1981: President Car- 
ter, Should your readers not 
inow, ignored the plea of the 
mow-martyr archbishop of San 
Salvador, OScar Romero, who 
asked him in February, 1980 to 
stop all military aid to El Sal- 
vador. President Carter, should 
your readers not know, ignored 
the plea of the Legal Aid Office 
of the new Salvadorean arch- 
bishop when it asked in December, 
1980 that the U.S. cease all 
military aid to the Salvadorean 
Junta. 
50 now the same Legal Aid 
ffice, which has the heavy 
burden of refugee work in San 
Salvador has made a direct appeal 
to "Christians in the United 
States to accept the responsi- 
fbility that its government give 
ino aid of any type, neither 
military nor economic to those 
whon it has aided up to the 
nonent." 
AS a person who has lived in 
fl Salvador (1975-77) and in 
both pre-and post-revolutionary 
Nicaragua, I would recommend 
that doubting Christians in 
lowa make a quick trip, first 
to the Legal Aid Office in San 
Salvador and then here (my house, 
| be it ever so humble, is close 
| to the international airport), 
and then decide, as I have and 

, —@as Thomas Jefferson decided long 
ago that revolutions can be 
healthy and necessary events, 


particularly when they have 

such maSSive popular support, 

as did the Nicaraguan insur- 
rection and as does the Salva- 
dorean Struggle. And then let 
us begin to persuade the new 
White House to make the neces- 
sary policy changes. Good fact- 
wal background from: El Salva- 
dor Religious Task Force, 1747. 
Connecticut Ave., NW, Washing- 
ton, DC 20009. (202) 387-7652 
or 223-2328. Bernard Al Survil, 
(asa Cural, Tipitapa, Nicaragua. 
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December 21, 1980 


Dearest: 

Via Pacis is to be commen- 
ded for the inclusion of 
Richard Cleaver's Thoughts on 
the Incarnation in the last 
issue. 

Mr. Cleaver's superbly 
expressed insights attain 
freshness without sacrificing 
orthodoxy, and his article 
Should go a long way towards 
correcting the Pelagian bilge 
which we are too accustomed to 
read from the pen of Frank 
Cordaro. By all means keep 
HS? Ue 

Faithfully yours, 


Michael Garvey 
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THe Woavy’s KINDLING 


—MARHA Popson 
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